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op SECBET

To Whom It May Concern:

For years the Woodcraft Folk has been teaching
children about Peace — a very dangerous thing,
if you ask mel

For a long time our agents have monitored the
activities of this subversive movement which
puts such treacherous ideas into the heads of
young people.

Unfortunately the investigation is still not
complete. Click on this letter to help them
answer the final questions and decide for
yourself whether the Woodcraft Folk's so-called
Peace Education is a good thing or not...

Yours truly,
Agent X
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THE WOODGRAFT FOLK

19 Gaynesford Road,-
Torest Hill, S.I..23
3rd April 1933 »

General Circuler

Greetings !

| Mass C and Unemployed Tolk

The Minister of Labour's decision on unemployed members
who wish to attend the Mess Camp is that such members may
continue to draw unemployment benefit while at camp, so long
as they are still available for work should it turn up, Before
attending the camp they must make arrangements with the local
Labour Exchanges, This decision also applies to those on
transitional payments. subject to certain assurances, will
those unemployed members who wish to attend the Mass Camp
please get in touch with the Headman, who will keep them "
informed as to the requirements of the Ministry and the correc
method of approach to local Exchanges,

We wish to remind members to push ahsad with Mass Camp
organisation, The Mass Camp is for you all, Indeed it will
not be a Mass Camp unless you all come,

No Grant from the Fducational Exscutive of the Union !

At its meeting on March 18th the Dducational Executive of

' the Cooperative Union decided that it could no% meke us a grant
though it "strongly supported our work", It has been asked to
reconsider the matter at the next meeting (April 14th) and to
receive a deputation on the subject then, .

The next meeting is at the Faster Week-end when, at a public
meeting which members of the Folk gre entitled to attend, the
Educational Executive will present g report of its work, We are
anxious that a body of Folk shall at-tend this meeting to raise
& strong protest and if you can camp at Kettering at Baster please
get in touch with Koodoo, The Execuitive's report will come up
on Good Friday afternoon, In additiosm, on Bester Sunday, a Folk

Propaganda meeting is being held at 3 p,m, in the Temperance
Hall, Gold St, Kettering to which it is hoped all Folk who can
will rally, '

We ask Folk to start a campaign to bring co-operative
opinion to our side and to secure that resolutions of protest
from all Cooperative bodies - Education and Management Committees,
Guilds and Comrade Circles and Wooderaft Groups pour in to Mr,
C.E,Wood at Holyoake House, Hanover St, Manchester before April
13th, If no satisfaction is obtained at Baster the campaign,
it is hoped, will be continued at the Coocperative (ongress,
Whitsun, at Birmingham, Arrangements have already been made

] to place a strong resolution on the Congress agenda, through
the R.A.C,8., If you will whip up support in your localities
| the grant can be won, :
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Peace Work in the Woodorafi Folk

/ The war danger is great and all groups are asked to see that
Pioneers and Kinsfolk understand the strong stand the Folk take
against all war preparations and outburste of hysterical
nationalism, The Folk were represented at the recent Anti-Wsr
Congress at Bermondsey and have a representative on the Touth
Council, In saddition Folk Council agreed to support tc the
full the proposal of the No More War Movement to oppese Empire
Day celebrations in the schools on lMay 24th, even to the point
of securing the abetention of children from school if pessible.
Folk are asked therefore to organise peace meetings during
Empire Day week in conjunction with the No liore War lMovement and
Cooperative and ¢ pecialist organisations and to support the lccal
organs of the Anti-War Congrees in protest ageinst war acotivities,
A1l peace meetings and demonstrations should be used as an
occasion to thrust home the necessity for building in the Folk
a strong cooperative and working class educational and youth
movement which shall be a pulwark against the War spirit and
Fascist mentality. |

Supporters’' Councils

Tolk Council agreed that the local organisations of the Folk
- Things, Kins, Fellowships = should make definite attempts between
now and the Mass Camp to form Supporters’ Councils of parents and
local sympathisers, Ve believe that the proposals in this
circular form a very fine basis on which to foirm Councils
immediately. BSuch Councils could 3
1, Help us to get all members to the Mass Camp.
2, Help %o organise the campaign for tne Grant,
3, Help us to m ke plain the anti-wax attitude of the Folk and to
gecure the sympathy of coovperative anl labour orgenisations,
4, And organise to send a delegate or delegates to the Sumnser
School to be held at the Mass Caup. -

These are tangible proposals on which support can be organised,

ve would emphasise the fast that the tremendous undertaking

of the Mass Camp and the refusal of the Executive to gward us a
grant, despite the fact that it supportis financially the work of
all other cooperative auxiliaries, make 1t imperative that tha
Folk shall cormmence now on a drive to build up tne movement so that
the Mass Camp will be a revelation of our gpirit and our strength,

»

War Resigters' Youtﬁ International

We have been cooperating with this body and are inviting them
to send delegates %o the Mass Camp. The Folk Correspondent to
their International Circular is Webfoot, Rooftree, Wood Ride,
Pettswood, Kent, from whom copies of the Circular can be obtgined
(at 2/6 per anoom). Reports of the Folk will now appear in it and
groups are asked to subscribe,

For the Officeholders,
Little Otter, Headman,

P.S, The 1933 Yearbook, 2 bumper jgsue of nearly 30 pagess 6d is
now available, Orders to Press Gang,
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THE WOODCRAFT FOLK

(Federation of Co-operative Woodcraft Fellowships)

.*,

Office Monomark :
B|M WOODCRAFT
LONDON - W.Cx

Reply 10:... T it 510- Ot bep- i

A.ugzr.élgsalg ............

Greetings to the Folk !

I am sorry, deepﬁq sorry, that illness prevents me from
attending the camp, As I cannot speak at the Peace Assembly
I send this short message to add my weight to resolution of
the meeting,

We are but two days over the nineteenth anniversary of
the Great War, Ninéteen years ago, in just such holiday weather,
and with the people in just such a holiday spirit, war fell
upon Europe like a bombshell, What it meant to that generation
many of you at this meeting are t®o young to know, Others of
us lived through the horror of that period -~ its hysteria, its
mutilation, its daily increasing toll of 1life - andw e know
what it meant,

But the Great War will be as remote as the Wars of the
Roses and alwost as innocent, compared with the war that will
fall upon us shortly unless we fight to prevent it, Such a
war as may come will give us no breathing space, A great city
like London could be bombed and gassed out of existence two hours
after the declaration of war,

I want to say - and I want the Folk to feel - that the peace
issue ig the most important before us, There must not be another
war, We must not only say it, but we must mean it with our lives,
There must not be another war, ZEvery effort must be made to rally
youth for peace, And youth must have a plan - a twofold plan =
2 plan which says that individually they will not fight and
that collectively, by organised strikes, boycotts and agitation
they will pmvent a single soldier, aeroplane or battleship from
embarking on any war mission, Our slogan mugt be - NEITHER
SHILLINGS NOR SHELLS NORSOLDIERS,

I give you greeting !

H—-" { >
oz, $le

= Headman,
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“Saying ‘no way’
to missiles

—

ung o people from all walks of

S

ife with
every shade of political helief gathered at yesterday’s
gigantic CND peace rally. They never want to see

i = real mushroom clouds like this inflatable one (left)

that was used as a meeting place for all and as a
harmless bouncing place by Wooderaft Folk.
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' THE WOODCRAFT FOLK

01-672-6031 i3 Ritherdon Road, '
Upper Tooting,
London, SW17 8QE.

22nd August, 1980.

Greetings!

Last month's Newsletter gave you notice of the inaugural ceremony
of the Peace Pagoda, in Milton Keynes, on 2lst September. I now give you more
detail and ask for your support.

The ceremony begins at 10.0 a.m. and continues into the afternoon.
Permission has been given for our members to camp in the Willen Lakeside Park
during the weekend 21/22nd September and for those coming some distance, this
is an excellent offer.

There will be no camp fee, and members must be self sufficient.
Open fires are not allowed, so alternative methods must be used for cooking.
Milton Keynes District extends an invitation to join their camp - I emphasise
that tents and food must be provided by those camping, but Milton Keynes
District will provide latrines. There is a car park and cars must be left
there and not taken on to the site.

You are asked to complete the attached form and return it to me,
not later than 12th September, indicating your participation and whether or
not you wish to camp. Those who book, will receive a copy of the songs we
plan to sing after the Opening Ceremony. We alsc need musicians.

Members should wear Folk costume and bring flags. We specially
want some banners 'Span the World with Friendship'.

I specially appeal for maximum support for this important world-event.
Even since the last Newsletter, there are further indications that the war
hawks will stop at nothing. However, the world's reaction to the possibility
of destruction of our planet is becoming more vocal and peace movements through-
out the world are growing.

We in the Woodcraft Folk must join all who are campaigning for
sanity and survival by bringing pressure to bear on our Government to reverse
the trend of expenditure on armaments rather than on jobs, homes, education,
hospital etc. Sometimes, figures remind us of the crazy pattern of expenditure:

1, World military spending ig about £200,000,000,000 per year - more than
twice the 1950 level after allowing for inflation.

2. 15,000 tactical nuclear weapons are deployed in Europe, each on average
four times as powerful as the {iroshima bomb.

3. Britain's military spending is more than £8,000,000,000 per year, or £3
per week, per person.

President Eisenhower said "Every gun that is made, every warship launched,
every rocket fired, signifies in a final sense a theft from those who
hunger and are not fed, from those who are cold and are not clothed."

Earl Mountbatten said "The nuclear arms race has no military purpose. Wars
cannot be fought with nuclear weapons. Their existence only adds to our perils."”

We say, it is no comfort to us, knowing that each polaris submarine
carries sufficient war heads to destroy every major city in the Soviet Union.
Undoubtedly the Soviet submarines carry equal quantities able to destroy our
major cities. HE
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Tel, 13 Ritherdon Road,

STReatham, Tooting, :
6031, Loxdon S,Ws17.

26th September, 1939,
Greetings Comrades,

Ariging from the Folk Council meeting neld
on the 16th/17th September, veveral items of immediate
importance claim your attention and we earnestly abk you te
note the following and where necessary, deal with roints
arising as soon as posgible,

Statement of Policy. The President (Little Otter) vaid that
in the present circumstances, the Folk
were in a very difficult position and that a compromise should
be made. After some discussion in which it wag mentioned
that the Trade Union, Labour and Co-operative Movement whth
Whor1 we had hormal contacis, Wwere gupporting the present war,
it wap agreed that as nationally we were a children!s movement,
vwe could not make any declaration of policy either for or
againut the present war. Folk Counecil then pasged the
following resolutions without dissent

(1) "That this Council re affirms its faith in the Co-operative
and Socialist future of the working ©¢lass and the need
for peace education of children ag expressed in the
Charter on International lines and will do its utmost
within its power to forward these aims under war conditiong."

(2) "That this Council will, 'to the best of itg ability, stand
by and assist all those adult members who reject military
service”.

Folk Census., We have to reorganise the Folk for wartime
conditions and to enable us to do this we must
have an up to date list of groups functioning, present
officeholders etec., Would you kindly therefore, immediately
conplete the attached census form and return to Béna. Where
Things in evacuated aresas have formed central Lodges , the
names and addresses of officeholders should be otated. Where
groups have closed, the form should be marked "Closed" and
returned together with list of evacuated members, if possible,

Evacuated Pioneers. As stated in last circular issued, we
need addresses of evacuated members
before we can get our wartime organisation established and so
far, we have received vemyr few lipts. We are avare that owing
to"black-out" conditions at night, the obtaining of these
addresues in proving = little difficult and we are therefore
éncloving herewith a supply of postasge propmidd postcards
for use of groups in evacuated areas, which can cither be
delivered Wy hand to your Pioncery old addreso or gent in a
#d ntamped envelope., Upon theaso being returned to the National
Orsanisar, he will bpreparc lists, a copy of which will be sent
to the local Headmon oo that if he wishes, he can algo kcep in
touch with hip Pioncers, whilst the Organiser will where
posaible, put the Pioncer in touch with the nearcst local EToUD.
Turther supply of these Postcards can be obtained upon applic
ation to the above addrepa. You should note that these cards
can alpo Be obtained by groups who have not yet been evacuated
but vho expect to be if air raids conmmence o

: 2 _ __etD18
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The "HELPER" Folk Council decided that the HEIPER should
be continued for the next threec months at
least, cven if it is necesvary to duplicate it ourselves and
in o reduced form. Owing to transfer of some Kinsfolk,
closed groups etcs, all present orders have been cancelled and
for you to obtain a copy, a fresh order is neceussary. Will
you therefore stote on the attached census form, the number
required and you are urged to order on 2 Thing basis to ldssen
work and cost of postage. October issue will contain a full
report of Folk Council meeting, the position of the Folk in the
Kins, work in Evacuation areas etce;

The Folk and the Cooperative movement., Ariging from reports

of the action taken by some Societies we
have passed a resolution Which has Teen duplicated and sent to
all Societies undertaking work with children. TFor your
information & copy is attached herewith,

Fellowgship books. As stated in last circular, 21l books 2nd
fundg of closed groups must be returned to
Bena immediately. Where o group hos been closed but the
Kinsfolk are carrying on as a Lodge, the books and funds must
96111l be returned as it is no longer a Fellowship., Such
Lodges should use Thing monies for expenditure and also raise
further funds by their efforts. It should be noted that Folk
Council have autlorived that subscriptions to central Thing
Lodges may be fixed at a minimun of 2d per weck owing to costs
in some cases of members having to travel o distance to a
central mecetingplace ., Such funds will still be divigible
a8 loid dovm by Folk Lew i.e. 25% to National Tolk, 123% to
Kin, 1237 to Thing and 507 to Lodge.

General,. In these times of constant changes, we hope

that your Thing and Fellowship will do their
best to carry on. TFor this to be done, it would be moot
helpful if you appointed persons who are not likely to be
affected by war conditions, as officeholders, or alternatively
have gsuccessors ready for use in emergency .

It would be advisable if some mention could
be made of these "regerve" officeholders and their addresges
when sending in the census to Bena.

Finolly viould you note that unlegs the
céngsus form is returned within the next week or two, NO FURTHER
CORRESPONDENCE will be sent from National Folk,

On to a Wew World Order,
For WATIONAL FOLK COUNCIL,
Henry Fair 'Koodoo!

National Orpaniser.
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6 THE NEW WORLD

Januvary, 1933

THE WOODCRAFT FOLK

The Peace Movement for Children and Young People

x By LESLIE A. PAUL
(Headman of the Wooderaft Folk)

HE training of children for peace is a problem that has
T]ong worried pacifists and socialists without, however,
spurring them to do much by way of counterblast to the
propaganda for war and imperialism which goes on from
day to day in schools and in voluntary organisations.

Voluntary child educational organisations in this country
—Scouts, Guides, Cadets, Junior Naval Leagues, Brigades,
Newspaper Clubs, and what not—claim children by the
hundreds of thousands. What they do not imbibe during
the daytime they welcome at night when they are trained to
play their part in the imperial destiny. Quite a lot of
obviously reactionary organisations are able to deny their
militarism and to deny it effectively enough at times to
convince representative pacifists and socialists that their
work is harmless and even calculated to inspire a love of
peace. That is because, in looking for military trees
pacifists fail to observe the imperialist wood, Even the
British Empire (and quite probably its War Office) pays lip
service to peace when nations are not actually at war. The
test is their attitude to empire. For one cannot at one and
the same time reject war and embrace empire. Many
children’s organisations seem to imagine that they can.
They are prepared to deny militarism, but if they denied
empire then their funds and support would vanish into thin
air.

An Adventurous Open-Air Life.

However, this by way of introduction, A great deal of
paper has been wasted on eriticism of school curricula and
the work of voluntary educational organisations, but it has
taken working-class movements a long time to realise that
this problem must be tackled at its roots by the establish-
ment of a pacifist and socialist education organisation
which would do the sort of work that should be done among
the vouth of the nation.

To do this work the Woodcraft Folk was founded. It
owes a great deal of its basic method to earlier organisations,
such as Seton'’s American Woodcraft Indians, and even to
the Boy Scouts themselves, but though it has borrowed, it
has also transmuted and its ideas and spirit are essentially
of the new world.

It believes, first of all, that any appeal to children must
recognise the nature of their interests and appeal to their
fundamental impulses. The Folk seek to give children an
adventurous open-air life, equal in appeal to that of any

X

child organisation which bangs the big drum, and to give
them colour and a lively comradeship of the open.

Hence, primarily, the Folk are an open-air organisation.
They wear a distinctive green costume, they camp, hike and
spend as much time as they can out-of-doors. They
preach the gospel of physical fitness, believing that children
from depressed industrial areas need, first of all, the
opportunity for balanced, healthy life. They need room
to grow.

An Open-Air Assembly.

The Folk use ceremony, song, banners, totems and as
much colour as they can well display in their lives, not only
as a means to self-expression, but to counteract the dull-as-
ditch-water life of the towns and to bring into the service of
pacifism and socialism that colour which is so often for-
gotten or abandoned (in England at least) in favour of the
drab, humdrum, go-to-prayer-meeting puritanism with
which progressive movements in England cloak themselves.

Then they believe that children should play a part in the
organisation of which they are members. The Woodcraft
Fellowship (which is the local branch) is a small unit with a
tribal type of organisation in which the child has excellent
opportunities for all sorts of activities and responsibilities.
The Fellowship will meet once or twice a week, once for
games, crafts, talks of history, evolution, self-knowledge,
dramatic activities and woodcraft training, once, possibly,
for handicrafts. Week-ends, as far as possible, will be
spent in the open.

Knowledge of the World.

Lastly, they believe that children should be given every
encouragement to understand the world they live in, They
should have some knowledge of world history, industrial
history, unemployment, problems of peace and war and the
future of mankind. They should proceed in these things,
from the known to the unknown, by regional survey, visits
to factories, study of local conditions, study of the bio-
logical basis of life.

The Movement has three main age groups :

Elfin Folk : children under ten. .
Pioneers : boys and girls from ten %o sixteen, organised
in co-educational groups, e "o :
Kinsfolk : over sixteen,

S
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The Movement is democratically organised. It is
governed by a National Folk Council, half of whose mem-
bers are elected by an annual open-air assembly, known as
Althing, and half by regional “Kins” or sections.

The following is the declaration signed by Pioneers and
their parents :

“I declare that I will do my utmost : (1) To camp out and
keep fit in body and mind, (2) To Mork for World Peace and
Co-operation, (3) To understand the mysteries of nature and the
history of the world that when I am older I may take my place
as an intelligent and useful member of mankind.”

Kinsfolk sign the following charter :

“We declare that it is our desire :

“1. To develop in ourselves, for the service of the people,
mental and physical health, and communal responsibility by
camping out and living in close contact with nature, by using the
creative faculty both of our minds and our hands, and by
sincerity in all our dealings with our neighbours.

“2. T make ourselves familiar with the history of the world
and the development of man in the slow march of evolution that
we may understand and revere the great spirit that urges all
things to perfect themselves.

“'3. We further declare that the welfare of the community
can be assured only when the instruments of production are
owned by the community and all things necessary for the good
of the race and produced by common service for the common
use ; when the production of all things that directly or indirectly

destroy human life ceases to be ; and when man shall turn his

labour from private greed to social service to increase the
happiness of mankind and when nations shall cease to suckle
tribal enmities and unite in common fellowship.”

The Folk have produced a wealth of literature. Their

two handbooks are “The Folk Trail” (for kinsfolk) and
“The Green Company’ (for children), which pacifists

should see are in every public library, They publish a
quarterly bulletin “The Herald of the Folk” and a monthly
illustrated magazine for children “The Pioncer of the
Folk” and a “Year Book.” Their literature can be
secured through the No More War Bookshop, or direct
from The Folk Supply Dept., 1735, Seely Road, S.W.r7.

WOODCRAFT FOLK AND' NO MORE
WAR MOVEMENT
By HAROLD F. BING

N the above article Leslie Paul has set forth the aims and

activities of the Woodcraft Folk in a way which should
commend it to all those who are interested in the establish-
ment of world peace and the creation of a new social order
based on co-operation for the common good. But the link
between the Folk and the N.M.W.M. is more than onc of
similarity of general aim. The Folk is definitely a pacifist
organisation and is a corporate member of our Movement.

Sorma two years ago the National Committee received a
number iries for advice as to what youth organisa-
tionmight be ended to parents anxious to save their
children from “ionalistic and militaristic tendencies

thereupon gxaml'ﬂid

organisations and decided to recommend the Woodcraft
Folk because the Folk combined the camping and handi-
craft activities which appeal to young people and are so
essentizl a part of their education with the great aims of
peace and social reconstruction for which our Movement
stands.

An agreement wa
by which : =t

(1) The Folk became a corporate member of the
N.M.WM.;

(2) N.M.W.M. branches might start groups of the Folk
for their young people, which should be corporate
members of the branch ;

(3) Such groups should affiliate direct to the Woodcraft
Folk and associate themselves in joint work with other
local groups.

Only a few branches seem, so far, to have taken advantage
of this opportunity of enrolling the children of members
and other young people in a youth organisation definitely
associated with the N.M.W.M. The importance of saving
children from militarist propaganda is being increasingly
recognised. Here is an opportunity and a possibility of
constructive work, Let all our branches see what they can
do about it !

ade between the two organisations

— e Ew————
HY is it that one hears so little of the view-point of
R. M. Entwistle in his advocacy of the organisation
of a Non-Violent Non-Co-operative Movement as the
pacifist alternative to revolution ? Is it that we Westerners
lack that supreme proof of devotion,the sacrifice of sufering,
which Gandhi has so gloriously manifested in Africa and
——__Numerous are those enthusiasts who would
ism by force but few and far between are those
__tread the longer and more difficult path of
“hen, a few months ago, the idea was broached
:nt of the income-tax as a means of urging the
to a vital disarmament move there were not
.ould volunteer to risk discomfort and possible
it in a step which would assuredly have pro-
€ results than endless disarmament petitions,

‘hsigned long ago to official files.
A

«eys concludes his “Last Chance in Kenya”
:ful remark that no real reform had ever been
out at least the threat of violence. This may
2 past, true even of Russia where Middle Ages
cisted, but this is a new era, and why should
d this policy of ““Is now and ever shall be’ and
renturously in the trial of this new plan of

, I feel assured of its ultimate victory. Gandhi
~~+ of devoted but largely uneducated natives

THE DEATH PENALTY

I T is now many years since a soldier, sentenced to
death for murder at Exefer, and, asked whether he
had anything to say, told the judge that he had killed
a good many men to please the king and he did not
see why he should not kill one to please himself. Such
an incident demonstrates the obviously close connection
between the peace question and the problem of Capital
Punishment. The greater the respect for human life
in all departments of life the more chance we shall have
of getting rid of war and judicial killing.

May 1 draw the attention of your readers to an
important meeting to be held at the Caxton Hall on
Wednesday, February 8th, at 8 p.m., to urge the
abolition of Capital Punishment and to be addressed
by the Archbishop of York, Dr. J. Scott Lidgett, Dr.
S. W. Hughes and other church leaders?

Further particulars may be obtained from me.

E. ROY CALVERT,
Secretary.
National Council for the Abolition of the Death Penalty,

Parliament Mansions, S
Victoria Street,
... London, S.W.1,
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S8TATEMENT. €

I em fmreby applying for unoonditional exemption :f:'on any
form of war service on liumenitarian and Socialist grounds.

The surroundings in which I have grawn up and the other
influences affecting my life have inevitably laid the basis

for my atti‘ude to war, its causes and results. I was brought up
in a poorer working cless district of Sheffield and thus I was
intimately in touch with the sgualid atmosphere still remaining
after the last world cenf tion which was to make the world
fit for people to 1live in. Thus I had first-hand proof tiat

wor was uselese in fulfilment of its spedified aims and objects.

My father fought in the last Great War and his experiences
led hin to adopt a paseifist and socialist attitude to all wars.
This attitude naturally led to him taking em a¢tive part in
working class moveuents. By th ese weans I was, at & very esrly
age, dreawn into contaet with anti-war tendencies. ,

The ideas which were formed in those days grew until,
later, in my secondary school life, I was often drawn into
arguments on the merits and daaor1¥a of war as & means. to an end.
In these lster stages of sochool life I lost some friemds and
became elmost an outeast becaunse of my attitude, especkally when,
at the outbresk of the present war, I expressed my purpose of
objecting to militery service. ‘

© In 1929 when I was six years of sge, my father founded the
Wooderaft Folk in Sheffield. Although not old enough %0 be a

member I naturally mixed with the others until %t the age of seven,
I was duly enrolled, Eventually I signed the ohildren's
"Declarstion" pledging myself %o "work for World Peace and
Cowoperation” end to prepcre to "take my place as an intelligent
end useful member of mankind®.

Later, at the age of 16, I became a Helper, working for the
children, and pledged to fulfil a Charter whioch includes the
following:- ; .
"je further declare that the welfare of the ;
Commnity can be assured enly....when the production of all
things that directly or indireotly destroy human 1life
ceases to be: and when ian shell turn his lebour from
private greed to wocial service, %o increess the happiness
of mankind: and when !lan shall cease to suckle tribal
enmities and unite in comaon fellowship."

iy 1ife has been and always will be spent in the fulfilment of

:goso pledges.

father has, since 1934, been National President of the
Wooderaft Folk and this has definitely had an effeot on the
praotical work that I have put into the organiszation. I have,
during the last few years, held a number of raeponsi?ilitias in
the local groups, end have also just finished a year's term of
office ss chairmen of the NorthsEsst District Council. I have
spent salmost all my lelisure time working for the movement.

PeTeOe
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Stqtement (continued) ~2-

 Bighteen months ago, I enterad a college for the training
of teachers, follawing upon my coice of that vocation, I am
thus seek a place of the utmost responsibility in the world
community: I am tskini it upgn myself to help VYo educate the
future generations. I am attempting to fit them, in my work
at school and in my leisure with the Wooderaft Folk, to oreats
a new world built ng_t_m the solid foundation of peace and
frédgndship. I am trying to encourage an attitude in them to
seek to help rather ¢ to harm other members of the human
family, either physically or mor « By these means 1 have,
and will, put into practise the beliefs I have held so long.

I have attended Intermational Children's Oawgn organised
by the Jooderaft Folk; in 1934 near Hersford; in 1937 at Brighton;
snd in 1939 at Liege, Belgium. At these camps I met boys and
irls from Adstria, Gsechslovakia, France, Belgi , Holland,
taly, Spain, ofo. I IOl Rimetands Thore we met many
Woodorafters tramping ne .
German people and hecame Very friendly with some schoolboys who,
later, came to visit us in and, How ean I help in a war .
machine which is . bent on destroying people who I have long
regarded as brothers, different from me ‘only in such minor
details as lmnguage, o%c. mf then sre worxking to the
game end a 8 I am, in‘pr ing the way Tor the unity of all
menkind into & Commonwealth of Nations such as oan never be
achieved by mass slaughtex, Hany of them are being persecuted
for refusing to help in killing their brothams-over here.

‘Thus} the beliefs and the ideals I have slways held
lead me to take this stand mmum ipating by any means
in the destruction of the world % is taking place nowe.

May 1 declare, in nowise as a threat, but as proof of
ny esincerity, that the decision of this Court will, in no

way change my attitude,
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	FIRST WORLD WAR�World War I, military conflict, from August 1914 to November 1918, that involved many of the countries of Europe as well the United States and other nations throughout the world. World War I was one of the most violent and destructive war
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	FASCISM�A political ideology that encourages such strong feelings of nationalism (support for your country) that people will give up (or have taken away) their individual rights and allow democratic government to be replaced by a dictatorship.
	BRITISH UNION OF FASCISTS�In 1932, Oswald Mosley founded the British Union of Fascists (BUF) which carried out attacks on Jewish people and their communities. In 1936 a serious riot took place when left-wing organizations successfully stopped Mosley ma
	REPUBLICAN SPAIN�In 1931, democratic elections took place in Spain for the first time for 60 years.  From the vote it was clear that the King of Spain was in danger and he left the country. Over the next few years, the government began to reform the coun
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